FOREWORD

“Celebrating the Space Age: 50 Years of Space Technology, 40 Years of the
Outer Space Treaty” was the sixth conference held by the United Nations
Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) on the issue of space security,
the peaceful uses of outer space and the prevention of an arms race in outer
space.

Participants at the conference reflected on the anniversaries celebrated in
2007—the launch of Sputnik I in 1957 and the entry into force of the Outer
Space Treaty in 1967—and how the Space Age has shaped, and continues to
shape, the world of today. The necessity of making human use of outer space
sustainable was a common theme, underlined by discussions of the challenges
and threats faced by all states in this regard. Various understandings of and
approaches to space security were put forward, as well as concrete proposals
on how to guarantee that outer space is preserved as an environment to be
used peacefully by humankind, for the good of humankind.

A fiftieth anniversary is known as a golden anniversary and a fortieth is known
as a ruby. We refer often to stars in the myriad of galaxies as the jewels of
the heavens. Outer space is most certainly a wealth of enormous potential—
almost the entire world depends on communications via satellite, the poorest
of people now have their local and regional economies empowered by
wireless technology, farmers in developing and developed countries alike
check weather conditions and market prices daily on-line, and health care
and education reaches people in remote locations who otherwise would be
unreachable. Space debris from accidental or deliberate collisions and the
weaponization of space would halt all such important developments.

UNIDIR is grateful to all of our colleagues from academia and the United
Nations for coming to Geneva every year to give their time and expertise.
We are also grateful for the financial, political and material support of the
Governments of Canada, the People’s Republic of China and the Russian
Federation, as well as of the Secure World Foundation and The Simons
Foundation, that makes these conferences and publications possible.

Patricia Lewis, Director
UNIDIR
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