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Preface

Under the heading of Collective Security, UNIDIR is conducting a major
project on Disarmament and Conflict Resolution (DCR). The project examines
the utility and modalities of disarming warring parties as an element of efforts
to resolve intra-state conflicts. It collects field experiences regarding the
demobilization and disarmament of warring factions; reviews 11 collective
security actions where disarmament has been attempted; and examines the role
that disarmament of belligerents can play in the management and resolution of
internal conflicts. The 11 cases are UNPROFOR (Yugoslavia), UNOSOM and
UNITAF (Somalia), UNAVEM (Angola), UNTAC (Cambodia), ONUSAL (El
Salvador), ONUCA (Central America), UNTAG (Namibia), ONUMOZ
(Mozambique), UNOMIL (Liberia), UNMIH (Haiti), and the 1979
Commonwealth operation in Rhodesia.

Being an autonomous institute charged with the task of undertaking
independent, applied research, UNIDIR keeps a certain distance from political
actors of all kinds. The impact of our publications is predicated on the
independence with which we are seen to conduct our research. At the same
time, being a research institute within the framework of the United Nations,
UNIDIR naturally relates its work to the needs of the Organization. Inspired by
the Secretary-General's report on "New Dimensions of Arms Regulation and
Disarmament in the Post-Cold War Era,"1 the DCR Project also relates to a
great many governments involved in peace operations through the UN or under
regional auspices. Last but not least, comprehensive networks of
communication and cooperation have been developed with UN personnel
having field experience.

Weapons-wise, the disarmament of warring parties is mostly a matter of
light weapons. These weapons account for as much as 90% of the casualties in
many armed conflicts. UNIDIR recently published a paper on this subject
(Small Arms and Intra-State Conflicts, UNIDIR Paper No. 34, 1995). The
Secretary-General's appeal for stronger efforts to control small arms - to
promote "micro disarmament"2 - is one which UNIDIR will continue to attend
to in the framework of the DCR Project.



Managing Arms in Peace Processes: Haitiviii

This volume examines the UN intervention in Haiti, which constitutes a
significant example of collective intervention in an internal conflict. The case
study was co-authored by Sarah Meek and Marcos Mendiburu. Specifically, the
authors of this volume detail the evolution of the Haitian crisis (1990-1994),
outline the response of the UN to this crisis in the guise of the Multinational
Force (MNF) and the United Nations Mission in Haiti (UNMIH), and address
the role that disarmament and demobilization played in the process. The report
is the seventh in a series of UNIDIR publications on the disarmament
dimension of peace operations. There will be a report on each of the cases
mentioned above.

The authors of the case studies have drawn on the professional advice and
assistance of military officers intimately acquainted with peace operations.
They were Col. Roberto Bendini (Argentina), Lt. Col. Ilkka Tiihonen (Finland)
and Lt. Col. Jakkie Potgieter (South Africa). UNIDIR is grateful to all of them
for their invaluable contributions to clarifying and solving the multitude of
questions and problems we put before them. 

I would like to thank the staff at UNIDIR who assisted in the publication
process: Virginia Gamba, for leading the DCR project until the end of March
1996; Lara Bernini, Claudia Querner, Alessandra Fabrello, and Steve Tulliu, for
editing this volume; and our Specialized Publications Secretary, Anita Blétry,
for designing and producing the camera-ready copy.

UNIDIR takes no position on the views or conclusions expressed in this
report. They are that of Ms. Meek and Mr. Mendiburu. I am grateful to them for
their contribution: UNIDIR has been happy to have such resourceful and
dedicated collaborators.

Sverre Lodgaard
Director, UNIDIR


