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Swiss arms broker imports weapons 
from Zimbabwe and subsequently 

exports to United States.
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Harare – Podgorica
February 4, 2008

• Ilyushin-76 lands at 
Podgorica airport 

• Cargo
– 1,349 stripped 

MaG58 bodies
– 2,051 barrels
– Various machine 

gun parts

BTI Packing List
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The Actors

• Consignor: Shumba 
International Ltd. c/o 
Zimbabwe Defence 
Industries (ZDI)

• Consignee: Yugoimport 
Mont (currently: MDI)

• Arms Broker: Heinrich 
Thomet, BT 
International 
(Switzerland)

Request for Egyptian Overflight 
Permission from ZDI
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Agreement between Yugoimport Mont 
and BTI for refurbishment

• During 2009 visit to 
MDI,  confirmation 
that MaG 58 parts 
were bought for 
refurbishment at the 
'Factory 4th

November'.
• It is said that Thomet 

owns a share in 
'Factory 4th

November'.

Agreement, 5 November 2007
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2007 Annual Report on Foreign Trade 
in Controlled Goods (Montenegro)

Description Quantity End User

Switzerland 1 1,180 Belgium Montenegro civilian

Import 
destination

Number of 
Issued 

Licences
Country of 

Origin
Type of 
End Use

Second hand 
machine gun 
(refurbishing)
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Export to U.S.

• Consignor: BT 
International

• Consignee: Ohio 
Ordnance Works

• Shipper: Yugoimport 
Mont

• Arms Broker: BT 
International

• MDI acknowledges 
shipment to U.S.

U.S. Import licence
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U.S. Sanctions against Zimbabwe

• Presidential Executive Order 13,391 (25 November 
2005) prohibits direct or indirect imports from 
Zimbabwe into U.S.

• Ohio Ordnance denies any wrongdoing (9 June 
2009)
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Heinrich Thomet

• BT International is one of his many companies 
(located in Bulgaria, Israel, Cyprus...)

• Since August 2006 on the Department of State 
arms trafficker 'Watch List'

• Was the arms broker for various defence suppliers 
contracted by the US Department of Defense to 
supply military equipment to Iraq and Afghanistan. 
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Arms broker

• The arms broker is one of many vital actors.
• States need to recognize the opportunities available 

for individual brokers to ply their trade for both 
good and ill.
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What is needed?

• Third parties within Europe might consider to 
adopt the EU Code of Conduct.

• Since June 2003 arms brokering incorporated into 
EU Code of Conduct.

• Establishes information sharing in relation to arms 
brokers operating within EU.

• Requires adequate export controls and enforcement 
procedures to regulate arms brokers.

• Coherent approach needed from Council of 
European Union.
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IPIS vzw / Transarms

IPIS and TransArms maintain a databank on more than 
1,700 aviation and maritime companies and brokering 
firms that have served the logistics of arms transfers.
Have an extensive network within the industry.

www.ipisresearch.be
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Monzer al-Kassar (2007) in his villa in 
Marbella (Spain) discussing an arms 

purchase with undercover DEA agents.

Courtesy: U.S. Department of Justice


